Siphokazi Jonas

Siphokazi Jonas holds a Masters degree in
English Literature as well as an undergraduate
degree in Drama and English. As writer and
performer, she has produced four one-woman
poetry shows in Cape Town and Johannesburg.
Jonas has been a featured act at numerous poetry
sessions and festivals around the country. She
has also performed alongside renowned
musicians including, Sipho “Hotstix” Mabuse,
Freshlyground, Pops Mohamed, and Dizu
Plaatjies. Jonas made history in 2016 as the first
African poet ever to perform at Rhetoric in Los
Angeles, California. In 2016, she was the runner
up for the Sol Plaatje European Union Award.

Siphokaziis a storyteller and ordinary lives fuel her
work in poetry and in the theatre. Her experience
of growing up in Komani, in the Eastern Cape,
during the transition years of South Africa’s
democracy, has an on-going influence on the
kinds of stories which she tells. Her work engages
questions of faith, identity, gender-based violence,
cultural and linguistic alienation, black women in
rural spaces, and the politics of the everyday.
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